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Design \di-‘zine\vb: to conceive and plan out in the mind. Origin:1650-1400 Middle English designen, Latin designare to mark out 
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Every obstacle in life has a design solution.                              
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 Did You Know ?    
We are the leading local provider of 

tools and resources for people 
planning on adding on to, renovating 

or building a home.
We have several consumer guilds to 

help you. 
One of our recent publications is…
  “The 10 Advantages of Design Build”

April 2020, Volume 6, Issue 64

Archi-fact.  

Down load it 
here and 

share it with 

The literal meaning of aloha is "the presence of breath" or "the breath of 
life." It comes from "Alo," meaning presence, front and face, and "ha," 
meaning breath. Aloha is a way of living and treating each other with love 
and respect. Its deep meaning starts by teaching ourselves to love our 
own beings first and afterwards to spread the love to others.
According to the old kahunas (priests), being able to live the Spirit of 
Aloha was a way of reaching self-perfection and realization for our own 
body and soul. Aloha is sending and receiving a positive energy. Aloha is 
living in harmony. When you live the Spirit of Aloha, you create positive 
feelings and thoughts, which are never gone. They exist in space, 
multiply and spread over to others.  
In these troubling times it helps sometimes to see how others look at life 
and to remember places we have visited. I have had the privilege to visit 
the island of Kauai, Hawaii recently and would like to share some of the 
natural beauties of that wondrous place with you.

Aloha Something We all Need Now 

The Iraivan Temple on Kauai, Hawaii 
is built of four thousand solid blocks 
of granite all carved manually  using 
tradit ional methods with small 
hammers and 70 styles of chisels at a 
site in Bangalore, India without the 
use of any machinery. It took eleven 
years to complete the carving of the 
stones. It weighs approximately 3.23 
million pounds.
It is designed to last one thousand 
(1,000) years and was designed by V. 
Ganapati Sthapati in the late 1980s.continued on page two

continued on page two



“I believe in God, only spell it 
Nature.”

Frank Lloyd Wright  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Archi-Quote 

continued from page oneAloha 

All other photos credit: Design M Group
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Archi-Speaks 

Ask M  
In the James Bond books and movies the character “M” heads the Secret British 
Intelligence Service known as MI 6, of which James Bond is Agent 007. When 
contemplating adding on to your home or building, renovating or building a new 
home or building you should have someone like “M” on your side. Each month 
the “Ask M” column will answer a reader’s question to place more information at 
your finger tips.    This month’s question is…

Can architects work with the “Stay safe at Home” 
orders”?
Sandy F.

Sandy,

We are still working from our homes and tele- 
conferring via the internet. We will postpone any 
site visits until the present dangers have passed.

Email your questions to info@designMgroup.com ,and in the 
subject line type in “Ask M”. We look forward to hearing from you 
and hope we can answer the questions to everyone’s 
satisfaction.

Iconic Building of the Month 
The temple is a Chola-Style Hindu temple and is still under construction. Spatika (Crystal) 
Lingam which wil be its center piece will be housed in it after its construction is completed. It is a 700-
pound, 39-inch-tall, uncut quartz crystal, believed to be the largest six-sided, single-pointed crystal ever 
found. Some of its features are, the 4-foot-thick foundation which is made of a crack-free, 7,000-psi 
formula using "fly ash," a by-product of coal burning. Fly ash consists of inorganic, incombustible 
matter present in the coal that has been fused during combustion into a glassy structure. The 
foundation was designed by Dr. Kumar Mehta, a materials scientist at the University of California, 
Berkeley, and was the first project to demonstrate his theories on the use of fly ash in concrete. 
Another feature is the exhibitions of the stone carver's craft. The foremost of these are two sets of 

"musical pillars" whose tall rods are designed to resonate precise 
musical tones when struck with a mallet. Others include six stone 
lions carved into the pillars each of which contains a stone ball 
freely rotatable in its mouth but not removable, a large stone bell, 
and 10-foot-long stone chains with loose links. 

Can you find these words?

NATURE     SPIRT LIFE
ALOHA TEMPLE

Iraivan Temple - Kauai, Hawaii

Photo credit: Paramacharya 
Sadasivanathaswami - CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/
index.php?curid=51543099

Photo credit:By https://
www.himalayanacademy.com/
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Contact me ! 

info@designMgroup.com 

TOLL FREE   

877 - SO Love My Home                   
877 - 765 -6836 

Nationally Certified through                  
NCARB 

Want to speak 
with the  
Architect 

Do you have questions but do not know where to 
start?

Do you know the legal consequences of starting a 
project without approvals?

Are you sure you have completed all of the 
research necessary so as not to waste your money 
and time during construction?

Are what you think are your NEEDS and OPTIONS 
truly the best for you and your future?

Does the contractor really have YOUR best interest 
in mind when suggesting solutions?

Answering these questions and more are the 
reason for enlisting a Needs and Options Review.

We can help you on your way to a successful 
project with less hassles and problems.

Visit: www.designMgroup.com

About 
Marcus Marino, RA, AIA, NCARB
President

!
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Marcus Marino, RA, AIA, NCARB is a leading architect in 
New York City.   He received a Bachelors of Architecture 
from  the prestigious Pratt Institute and a Masters in the 

Science of Architecture and Urban Design from Columbia 
University Graduate  School of Architecture, Planning and 

Preservation. He received his license to practice 
architecture in New York State in 1981 and is licensed in 
a number of other States. Marcus Marino has served on 

numerous Governmental Panels and serves as an expert 
consultant to other architectural firms and legal firms. He 

is the former Vice President of Public Advocacy of the 
New York State American Institute of Architects. 

photo credit: Jenna Glatzer

Our core beliefs are … 
Architects have a responsibility to our clients, 

community and the environment.

Architects should help provide information to 
our fellow world citizens about their homes, 
offices and the built environment in general.

Your Home should move you emotionally like 
your favorite song does.

Let Us Help You Build the Home You Knew Was 
Always There For You.
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